附件一（专业组初赛朗读文章）：

It is an art of language: Once it helped to spread the evil fire of Fascism but also soothed the pain of World War II; it helped to stir race discrimination but also brought us the dream of equality; it claimed the division of a nation but also held the two parts together. What am I talking about? Not guns, not bombs, not nuclear power. I’m talking about “speech”—a word that has changed the world.

Speech has changed the world at different times. From these speeches, we sucked the meadow of wisdom, and gained our faith and courage. The world has become a different place because of them. When Britain was facing the world during World War II, Winston Churchill firmly claimed, “We are still masters of our fate. We are still captains of our souls!” By his speech, the British people were greatly inspired and kept on fighting. When the federate army was at the dawn of their victory at Gettysburg, Abraham Lincoln uttered, “Government of the people, by the people and for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” This line is still being quoted even today. When Nelson Mandela finished serving 27 years of prison time, he was still hopeful and told the world, “The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall.” His speech has passed the spirit of freedom to the whole South Africa.

So why can speech change the world? Emerson once said, “Speech is power: speech is to persuade, to convert, to compel.” The power of speech, unlike the power of weapons, works to give people hope over despair, passion over indifference and positivity over negativity. That is why speech has changed the world. At the time of Great Depression, Roosevelt spoke to assure his people of a bright future. At the time of racial discrimination, Martin Luther King claimed “I Have a Dream” and inspired millions of African Americans. A great speech shares the best of minds to the mass of people. And when the mass of people receive the wisdom, huge difference can be made, difference that may shape the history of a country and influence the world.

Ladies and gentlemen, as a saying goes, “Words create worlds”, speech changed the world by words and the greatness the words carry. Speech has changed the results of wars, the idea of millions, the wheel of history and it has undoubtedly changed the world. 

附件二（非专业组朗读文章）：

Since Socrates and Confucius were engaged in teaching all their lives, they had no published works or national research projects, unlike our professors here today. Therefore, they may not know much about each other’s work, and when they finally meet each other face to face today, they must have a lot to talk about.

What I would like to do when they meet is to work as their secretary. I will record all their words and put them online so that everyone can benefit from their insights and learn from these two masters. Believe me, this will be the most popular online Open Course.

Both of them will teach us to think for ourselves. Confucius said, “Confused are those who do learning without thinking.” Socrates said, “I cannot teach anyone anything, I can only make them think.” On this Open Course, we will freely discuss with these two great teachers and learn their ways of critically examining every statement.

As time goes on, we may also learn how to collect their shortcomings and mistakes. For instance, both of them seem to be rather elitist. In their world, only the rich and privileged could receive education. Socrates said, “Ideals belong to a world of ideas only a wise man can understand.” Confucius said, “All men are educable except for women and mean persons.” As a university student in the 21st century and a woman myself, I disagree. Socrates and Confucius are dear to me, but dearer still is truth. I would show them how millions are studying online or in school, and politely point out that their ideas of rounding up some people as uneducable are now dated. Today, all of us are educable and are being educated. All of us are wise, and can understand any idea if we try. These changes were unthinkable in their times.

What’s more, these changes are still continuing. If Socrates and Confucius meet again ten years from now, they will see many more people than they see today, men and women, young and old, learning in universities and beyond. At that time, I will also be an educator, and I will proudly tell them that I have had a small part in such great changes. Like them, I see education as crucial, but unlike them, I support education for all. 

